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was the first time an English monarch had set
foot in Paris since 1422. While driving through
the streets. Napoleon indicated in the most
natural manner to his royal guest the Con-
ciergerie where he had been imprisoned after his
failure at Boulogne. A visit was paid to the tomb
of the great Napoleon, and the Qjieen returned
to England a still greater admirer of her country's
new ally. " His society is particularly agreeable
and pleasant," her diary reveals. " There is
something fascinating, melancholy, and engaging,
which draws you to him, in spite of any prejudice
you may have against him, and certainly without
the assistance of any outward advantages of
appearance, though I like his face. He un-
doubtedly has the most extraordinary power of
attaching people to him."

The year closed with an even more significant
visit - that of King Victor Emmanuel, who now
sought to approach the old Carbonaro of 1831
with hopes of armed assistance in the cause of
Italian liberation. Louis Napoleon's star was
still in the ascendant. The events of the next
few months were to make of him, for a while,
the cynosure of all eyes.

The new year dawned under favourable aus-
pices. It was, in fact, to prove the annus mirabilis
of the Empire. The bellicose Tsar Nicholas was
dead, Sebastopol had fallen after three hundred